
Main Points 

• Most lakes (and wetlands) in Reaches E, F, and G 
(wide floodplain, fluvial domain) 

• Most prevalent types are backswamps, swales, and 
artificial excavations 

• Backswamp lakes are typically largest, connected, 
and likely to be most “fish friendly” 

• Natural lake formation (and maintenance) owes 
chiefly to floodplain aggradation and channel 
migration 

• Many backswamp areas affected by fill and drainage 



Cunningham Lake, Sauvie Island 
http://columbiaestuary.org/projects/north-unit-sauvie-island-wetland-enhancement 

Columbia River Estuary 
Floodplain Lakes 

Jim O’Connor, Charles Cannon (USGS) 
Keith Marcoe (LCEP) 
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Long/Quigley Lake, Ridgefield NWR 











Cunningham Lake 



From J.D. Dana, 1849 (Wilkes Expedition Report) 



From J.D. Dana, 1849 (Wilkes Expedition Report) 
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